Greetings, Hebron, from the Vander Haaks in
Taiwan! We are almost half way through our first
quarter already, but it has come with added
challenges.

The primary reason we left our beloved Japan
was so that Brian could return to the classroom
after years in administration. This year he is still
focusing on his senior English students, but he
has been drawn back into a primarily
administrative role as learning coach. The
learning coach is responsible for professional
development, staff mentoring, curriculum, and
supporting the rest of the leadership team. These
are things he has extensive experience with and
enjoys, so with a new principal at our school, he
was glad to make himself available for the
transition as our own careers wind down.

First grade students in Bette’s art classroom

This year Bette’s job continues to involve a busy
K-12 art schedule with lots of students. Art in a
Christian school with high academic standards
means extra expectations as far as curriculum
structure and Biblical integration. Bette has years
of experience teaching this way so the biggest
challenges involve maintaining the needed
energy levels with the youngest students while
simultaneously preparing the oldest and most
talented students for AP courses and college.
Brian supporting staff as learning coach

High school art students

While Taiwan remains one of the safest places in
the world as far as Covid, that is largely because
of aggressive policies to contain the few domestic
outbreaks we have had. We appreciate the
relative safety, but it has still made things more
complicated. For example, at the last minute
Taiwan decided that staff and students could not
be at school for the self monitoring phase
following the required 15 day mandatory
quarantine. This meant a significant number of
students and staff were not able to attend school
in person when we first opened. They also are not
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letting anyone enter the country without a
residency permit, which can only be obtained
when you are physically in Taiwan. We have
several key new staff people stuck in limbo even
though they have work visas. This has added to
Brian’s workload and the stresses on the
community in significant ways.

Masks are mandatory indoors and outside

Students eating lunch behind partitions

We also have the sort of things that have become
commonplace around the world: mandatory
masks and social distancing, needing to eat
behind separate partitions, and sports teams that
aren’t able to compete against other schools. The
list of cancelled events grows every day even
though the number of cases remains in the single
digits. We expect little to change before Taiwan
hits the target percentage of at least 60%
vaccinated. Taiwan’s vaccine program is really
only ramping up now due to problems with
availability and politics.

We highly value your continued support. This year
as part of our regular staff devotions we are
bringing in missionaries to talk about how our
school has supported their ministry. It is inspiring
to hear how our work makes their ministries
possible through educating their children or by
directly supporting their work on the field. Taiwan
remains a country in desperate need of the
gospel. Even though the number of Christians
remains frustratingly low in terms of percentages,
we regularly hear of new converts both inside and
outside our community, and regularly among our
own students. Thank you.

Temperature checks and hand sanitizing as students enter school
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